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Rules for the 

1st LRC Law Reform Essay Competition 2013/2014
Topic: “Should pre-nuptial agreements be recognized
and enforceable in Hong Kong? If so, how?”
1. Who could enter?
The competition is open to students of programmes provided by universities in Hong Kong awarding LLB, PCLL, JD, Bachelor of Commerce (with Honours in Law and Business) or double degrees involving the study of law (eg, Law and Business, Law and Politics, etc). 
2. Essay format


Essays must —

(a)
be in English and in Microsoft Word (.doc) format;

(b)
not exceed 5,000 words altogether (including appendices, footnotes, references, tables, etc.);

(c)
be in "Arial" or "Times New Roman" font with a font size of not less than 14 for text and not less than 10 for footnotes; 

(d)
have references and additional information set out in footnotes (not endnotes).
3. Submission of essays 

(1) Students must submit their essays by 23:59 on 7 February 2014 via e-mail to hklrcessaycompetition@doj.gov.hk.  Late receipt of essays solely due to technical malfunction or other technical issues of the e-mail system of the Law Reform Commission of Hong Kong ("LRC") may be accepted at the absolute discretion of the LRC. Late submissions due to any other reasons will be rejected by the LRC. 
(2)
Essays must not, in any way, contain any information which may reveal the identity of the author.  To ensure anonymity for the purposes of impartial assessment, students must submit in the same e-mail as separate attachments: (a) the completed entry form; and (b) the essay; 
(3)
No student may submit more than one essay for the competition.
4. Essay of own creation only

(1)
Students must only submit essays that are original and of their sole creation; 
(2) Essays submitted may be scanned by the plagiarism detecting software.  Plagiarism in whatever form will be taken seriously, and will result in automatic disqualification.  
5. Permission to use essays
In submitting their essays, students irrevocably agree to allow the LRC, free of charge, to use their essays (or any part thereof) for publication or any other purposes, without the need of seeking their prior permission or giving any further notice to them.

6. Assessment criteria


Essays will be assessed according to the following criteria (not in any particular order):
(a) originality of suggestions and recommendations;
(b) quality of legal analysis and legal reasoning;
(c) comprehensiveness and relevance of legal research and comparative legal studies;
(d)
the extent to which the proposed law reform can be practically implemented; 
(e)
command of the English language, style, succinctness and clarity in presentation.
7. Adjudicating panel

The essays will be considered by the adjudicating panel, which will comprise members of the LRC or any of its Sub-committees and members of the legal profession.  In addition, the LRC has absolute discretion to set up a committee to screen participating essays if circumstances so require.  Decision and adjudication of the adjudicating panel in respect of all matters arising in the course of this competition are final.  Award of prizes is at the sole discretion of the adjudicating panel.
8. Prizes

(1) 
Five prizes are in the form of a one-month (paid) internship in the summer of 2014 with the following establishments which will be allocated to the winning students at the sole discretion of the LRC:

(a)
Baker & McKenzie;

(b)
ONC Lawyers;

(c)
Wilkinson & Grist;
(d)
Woo Kwan Lee & Lo; and

(e)
Department of Justice. 
(2) The salaries or remunerations offered by these establishments may vary. Winning students cannot swap their allocated internship among themselves without: (a) the prior written consent of the establishments concerned; and (b) giving no less than 7 clear days’ prior written notification to the LRC.  If a student does not take up the allocated internship, there will not be any substitute for him or her.
(3)
Winning essays may be published on the LRC website or such other forms of publications as the LRC may see fit, subject to the necessary editorial changes.
(4)
It is anticipated that the result of the competition will be announced by around the end of April 2014 or early May 2014.

9. Interpretation
LRC reserves its right to interpret these Rules and any such interpretation so made shall be final.
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